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"CERAN ST. VRAIN AND illS NOLINO DE PIEDRA 

IN THE HORA VALLEY." 

WHEN GENERAL DON DIEr~ DE VARGAS GOT HIS FIRST GLIMPSE OF THE 

BEAUTIFUL, UNSPOILED VIRGIN VALLEY OF MORA IT PAS ALr:E!JlY SrARSLEY 

INHABITED BY INDIANS. SINCE SIGNS OF PER!!ANENT Dl-IELLINGS HAVE NEVER 

BEEN FOUND, IT IS ASSUMED THAT THE VALLEY WAS USED BY THEM AS A SUMHER 

CAlII' OR AS HUNTING GROUNDS. THERE WAS PLENTY OF GRASS IN ITS HEADOIIS, 

PLENTY QF GAl'IE IN ITS I-IILDERNESS,. AND THERE WERE HANY CLEAR WATER . 

SPRINGS AND RIVERS. POTTERY SHERDS FOUND AS HUCH AS FOUR FEET DEEP 

UNDER ITS BLACK TOPSOIL ATTEST TO A PEOPLE IlliO I,'ERE HmE CEtlTIJRIES 

BEFORE. DON JOSE CHACON MEDINA SALAZAR Y VILLASENOR, HARQUES DE LA 

PANUUA WAS APPOINTED GOVERNOR BY KING p"ILLIP V IN1705, AND SERVED 

FROH 1707-1712. 

WHEN VILLASl~'S EYES CARRESSED THE VALLEY IN 1724 HE JUST I~Y HAVE 

FOUND A ~!AN NA!1ED MORA SETTLED BY TIlE HUGE BUBBLING SPRING IN THE 

LOI-IER EXTREHITIES OF TIlE VALLEY; LO DE MORA, (THAT WHICH BELONGS TO 

MORA,) OR "EL OJO DE MORA?", BECAUSE BY THE EARLY 1800'S, IT HAS 

ALP£ADY "EL VALLE DE HORA. oo BY THE YEAR 1739, ~~ FRENCIDIEN WEr£ 

KNOIm TO BE TRAPPING THE RIVERS IN TIlE TAOS VICINITY, AND SENDI NC 

THEIR PELTS BACK TO NEW ORLEANS. AN"ERED BY THE CONTINUING AFl'RONT, 

GOVERNOR TOI~S VELEZ GACllUPIN ISSUED A DECREE ORDERING THAT CO~!ANCllE 

TRADE BE IIAINTAINED OR ELSE IT WOULD BE LOST TO THE FRENCH 01' NEH 

ORLEANS. AFTER THE CESSION OF LOUISIANA TO SPAIN, FRENCI1 ATTEHl'TS T(1 

PENETRATE THE SPANISH TRADE CtJIE TO AN END, BUT TIlE 1'RENCII IN1'LUENGE 

IN NEW ~IEXICO I,AS ALREADY WIDESPREAD AND 'IANY 01' TIIEH {JOULD RBIAIN: 

THElR 1'RENCH NtJlES SPANISHIZED. TilEY SOON BLENDED INTO THE CULTURE 

WHEN SOLDIER, STATES~IAN, JUAN BAUTISTA DE ANZA ARRIVED IN NEll HEXICO 

TO TAKE OVER TilE GOVERNORSHIP 1'OR SPAIN IN THE S~1ER 01' 1778. TH E 
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THE FEW BRAVE SETTLERS WHO HAD TRIED TO SETTLE IN THE HORA VALLEY WERE 

VERY HAPPY TO SEE HIM. FOR THE LAST TEN YEARS, THEY HAD BEEN BESEIGED, 

RAVAGED AND PILLAGED BY THE COMANCHES UNDER CUERNO VERDE, THE INDIAN 

KING, EITHER WHEN ON THEIR WAY ACROSS THE SANGRE DE CRISTOS TO THE 

LUDICROUS TAOS AREA OR WHEN ON THEIR WAY BACK TO THE PLAINS . 

FINANCIALLY RUINED AFTER THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, S2 YEAR OLD CHEVALIER 

PIERRE DE HAULT DE LASSUS DE LUZIERE, A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 

KING OF FRANCE, AND HIS WIFE DElIOISELLE DOMITILLE JOSEPH, DAUGHTER or 

THE FORMER SEIGNEUR OF BEAUFORT AND ECHEVIN or THE CITY OF BOUCHAIN, 

SAILED FOR AMERICA. HAVING PURCHASED LAND IN GALLIPOLIS, A WILDEP~ESS 

SURROUNDED lliL~ET OF ABOUT 80 CRUDE CABINS IN SOUTHERN OHIO HOPED TO 

REBUILT) THEIR DEVASTATED LIVES. WITH THEIR TWO YOUNGEST CIlILDREN, TilEY 

SOON BEGAN TO REALIZE THE HARDSHIPS AND STARVATIONS OF THEIR ILL-FATED 

MOVE. THE OHIO COMPANY REASSERTED TITLE TO THEIR LAND, SINCE BARLOIiS 

SCIOTO COMPANY HAD SOLD THEM LAND FOR WHICH THEY ONLY HAD AN OPTION. 

THE FAMILY LEFT FOR NEW ORLEANS WHERE HE OBTAINED LAND GRANTS ALONG 

THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IN SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI. THESE HE OBTAINED 

THROUGH A BOYHOOD FRIEND, THE BARON DE CARONDELET, GOVERNOR OF 

LOUISIANA. HE ATTEMPTED TO RESETTLE OLD FRIENDS, WHO HAD FAB.ED AS 

BADLY IN GALLIPOLIS, BUT BY 1797 HIS DREAN "NOUVELLE BOURllON" WAS 

STILL A LITTLE SUC~ CAMP OF ABOUT 20 LEAN-TO SHACKS. 

THE CHEVALIERS ELDEST SONS ALSO CMlE TO MIERICA. CHARLES AUGUSTE 

HAD FLED THE REVOLUTION TO MADRID WHERE HE SOON BECAHE AN OFFICER or 

THE GUARD OF THE KING or SPAIN, AND TWO YEARS AFTER HIS ARRIVAL WAS 

APPOINTED LT. GOVERNOR OF LOUISIANA. 

HIS YOUNCER BROTHER JACQUES IlAD ARRIVED AT NOUVELLE llOURBON I N 1795, 

AFTER HAVING SERVED AS AN OFFICER OF THE FRENCH NAVY. HE SETTLED IN 

ST. LOUIS WHERE TIlROUCIl HIS llROTHER'S INFLUENCE WAS APPOINTED TO 
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VARIOUS PUBLIC OFFICES, AND AT ONE POINT, WAS COMMANDER OF A LONG, 

SLEEK ROYAL GALLIOT ON THE MISSISSIPPI. HE ACQUIRED THREE LAND GRANTS 

IN MISSOURI, AND PROCEEDED TO BUILD HIS HOME AT SPANISH LAKE IN THE 

NORTHEASTERN PART OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY. HE HAD MARRIED THE FOR"IER 

·HARIE FELICITE DUBREUIL. HE ADDED DE ST. VRAIN TO HIS FORllER LON(~ 

RMlE OF JACQUES ~UffiCELLIN CEr~ DE HAULT DE LASSUS, BUT ITS ORIGIN Or. 

LEGITIMACY IS NOT KNOWN. IT IS BELIEVED THAT IT DERl'JED FROM SOlCE 

TITLE DURING HIS YEARS AS AN OFFICER OF THE FRENCH NAVY. FOUR OF 

THEIR CHILDREN WERE BORN AT SPANISH LAKE, THE FOURTH BEING CERAJl 

ST. VRAIN. 

CERAN ST. VRAIN WAS BORlI TO JACQUES ~UffiCELLIN CERAN DE HAULT DE LASSUS 

DE ST. VRAIN AND MARIE FELICITE DUBREUIL. 

THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE WAS SIGNED. THE FAMILY'S FINANCIAL PROBLD!S 

BEGAN AGAIN. WITH THE RAISING OF THE STARS AND STRIPES, CHARLES LOST 

HIS GOVERNORSHIP, THE CHEVALIER LOST HIS NOUVELLE BOURBON. JACQUES, 

LUCKILY, HAD OPENED UP A BREWERY, AND IT NOW BECAl1E THEIR SOLE 

SUPPORT. 

THE CHEVALIER DIED A BROKEN MAN. 

JACQUES'S BREWERY BURNED DOWN, LEAVING THE FAMILY PENNILESS. 

MARCELLIN WAS BORN TO JACQUES AND MARIE FELICITE. 

AFTER TilE BREWERY BURNED DOWN, JACQUES HAD STARTED TO SPECULATE AND 

BY THIS YEAR, HE HAD LOST CONTROLLING INTEREST IN THE LAND Gr~NTS. 

AFTER HIS DEATH, HIS BROTHER CHARLES OFFERED MARIE AND HER DESTITUTE 

FAlIILY OF TEN CHILDREN A nOME FOR AS LONG AS TIlEY NEEDED IT, HOHEVER, 

UNABLE TO COPE IHTH SUCH A LARGE BROOD Siill STARTED TO FAR}! THEH OUT 

TO FOSTER Hm[ES. 

18 YEAR OLD CERAN ST. VRAIN, HAVING HELPED !lIS FATHER IN TIlE BREWERY, 

NOW MOVED IN WITH GENERAL BERNARD PRATTE IN ST. LOUIS, AND HADE HUtSELl' 
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USEFUL IN HIS EXPORTING AND IMPORTING COMPANY. 

HEXICO RECEIVED ITS INDEPENDENCE FRml SPAIN AND NEW 11EXICO FELL UNDER 

MEXICAN RULE. 

HAVING ACHIEVED PRATTE'S CONFIDENCE AND TRUST, ST. VRAIN WAS NOW PUT 

ON THE PAYROLL AT $20.00 A. MONTH. 

NOVEMBER 2, 1824 GENERAL BERNARD PRATTE APPOINTED ST. VRAIN TO LEAD A 

VENTURE INTO NEW MEXICO. TOGETHER WITH FRANCOISE GUERIN, HE PROCEEDED 

TO FORN A PARTNERSHIP WITH ONE THIRD OF THE STOCK BELONGING TO PRATTE 

AND COMPANY. 

IN JULY OF THIS YEAR ST. VRAIN STAKED A GROUP OF TEN TO TRAP THE AREAS 

OF THE SAN JUAN, THE GRAND RIVER (RIO GRANDE), THE DOLORES AND TilE 

SAN tUGUEL. LATER IN THE FALL HE HIMSELF LED A PARTY UP THE SAN JUAN 

TO THE AREA OF THE UTAH LAKE, NOT RETURNING UNTIL JULY OF 1826. BEFORE 

THIS LONG TRIP, HOWEVER, IN AUGUST OF 1825, CERAN ST. VRAIN, ALEXA}IDER 

K. BRANCH ( WHO HAD COME WITH HIt-! FROM ST. LOUIS), AND FOUR OTHER 

TRAPPERS, CROS SED OVER THE 12,000 FOOT JICARITAS AND CAUGHT THEIR FIRST 

GLIMPSE OF THE BEAUTIFUL GREEN VALLEY OF MORA. ALL VOWED THAT THEY 

WOULD SOMEDAY RETURN. (IN 1855, ST. VRAIN AND HIS InFE LOUISA Br-ANCf\, 

ALEXANDER'S DAUGHTER, WOULD HOVE DOWN FROM TAOS AND CO NSTRUCT A TWO 

FOOT THICK ADOBE HOME RIGHT IN THE VILLAGE. BRANCH ALSO I-/OULD HOME­

STEAD IN TilE LOS ALAHITOS CANYON, THE SANE AREA WHERE THE TRAPPERS 

HAD FOUND AN ABUNDANCE OF BEAVER DAMS INHABITED BY ENORHOUS COLONIES 

OF BEAVER. (BRANCH WOULD ALSO BUILD A HO~lli IN THE VALLEY AND RAISE A 

FAMILY THERE). 

IN JULY 1826, AFTER RETURNING FROH THE LONG TREK TO THE UTAIl LAKES 

ALEXANDER K. BRANCII, tIlLTON SUIlLETTE, TOH SHITII (LATER TO IlE KNOh'N .\5 

PEGLEG SHITH) , ~lAURTCE LE DUC, LOUIS DOLTON, IlILL POPE, SOLOHON STONE, 

GEORGE C. YOUNG, RICllArJl CAHPIlELL, AND E. IlURE .JOINED A HUNT OR~MII ZE!) 
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BY EWING YOUNG AND BILL WOLFSKILL, RECENTLY ARRIVED FROH ST. LOUIS. 


THEY TRAVELED UP THE (aLA, PAST THE SANTA RITA MINES, AND TO THE MOUTH 


OF THE SALT RIVER IN ARIZONA WHERE THEY ENCOUNTERED A BAND OF "FRIENDLY" 


(ACCORDING TO SMITH) APACHE INDIAN S , AND THEY WERE FRIENDLY UNTIL ONE 

" 

OF THEM SHOT AN ARROW THROUGH ONE OF THEIR PACK MULE S. A LIVELY 

BATTLE FOLLOWED DURING WHICH SUBLETTE WAS WOUNDED IN THE LEG AND 

ALEXANDER BRANCH BECOMING THE HERO OF THE DAY, KILLING TWO INDIANS WITH 

ONE LUCKY SHOT. OUTNUMBERED, THEY WERE LUCKY TO GET OUT OF IT WITH 

THEIR SCALPS INTACT, AND RETURNED TO NEW HEXICO. som: WENT UP TIlE 

RIO GRANDE TO TAOS WHILE OTHERS STAYED AT SENOR CHAVEZ'S RANCH ON THE 

RIVER. 

ON APRIL 28, 1828, AN AVENUE WAS OPENED TO ALL FOREIGN TRADERS WHO 

WANTED TO DO BU SINESS IN NEW MEXICO. THE CONGRESS OF }lliXICO CITY 

PRESENTED A CONDITION UNDER WHICH TlffiY COULD BECOME MEXICfu~ CITIZENS: 

THE APPLICANT HAD TO BE BAPTIZED IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, BE EMPLOYED. 

OF GOOD CHARACTER, AND HAVE LIVED IN NE~I NEXICO TWO YEARS. AL'10ST ALL 

OF THEM FILLED ALL THE REQUIREMENTS EXCEPT THAT OF BEING V('.()OD 

CHARACTER, SO ONE BY ONE THEY APPLIED. ST. VRAIN, NEVER KNOHN TO LET 

A GOOD OPPORTUNITY PASS BY, WAS ONE OF THE FIRST. EVEN THOUGH IT 

WASN'T A REQUIREIlliNT HE BEGAN USING THE NAlfE "SEVEMNO SANVRANO", AND 

APPLIED FOR IlliXICAN CITlZENSIlIP. IT WOULD GIVE HIH TilE NECESSARY 

FREEDOH TO TRAP AND TRADE IN THE 11EXICAN TERRITORY. ON JUNE 8, 1828, 

BRANCH WAS BAPTIZED INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN TAOS, illS IlAPTlSllAL 

NAME BECOHING JOSE DE JESUS BRANCH. ON DECE~mER 31, 1829, HE WAS 

ACCEPTED AS A MEXICAN CITIZEN. 

ON JANUARY 14, 1829, BRANCH HARnIED PAULA LUNA, DAUGHTER OJ' RAJ'AEL 

LUNA, CUSTO}~ INSPECTOR OF TAOS. 

BRANCH WENT INTO BUSINESS WITH STEVEN LEE AS "LA COHPAN1A DE IlRANCll 

Y LEE", AND UNTIL \lIS DEATH IN 1 8 41 WAS Ol'TEN SEEN ON TilE ClI1l1UAHUA 
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TRAIL OR ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL BRINGING GOODS FROM ST. LOUIS TO 


TAOS AND SANTA FE. 


IN PARTNERSHIP l-iITH CHARLES lIND WILLIAN !lENT, ST. VRAIN HELPED 


ESTABLISH BENT'S FORT ON THE ARKANSAS RIVER. FRO~j THIS YEAR UNTIL 


1838 HE ALSO SERVED OCCASIONALLY AS UNITED STATED COMMERCIAL AGENT 


IN SANTA FE. 


ANOTHER PERSON WHO WOULD INDIRECTLY HAVE SOMETHING TO DO HITH THE 


ST. VRAIN HILL WAS BORN THIS YEAR. PIERRE DENNIS TRAMBLEY HAS BOlli,! 


IN ST. CYPRIEN, CANADA, DISTRICT OF MONTREAL. 


.'!ARIA LUISA BRfu'lCH WAS BORN IN TAOS TO AL~~DER K. AND MARIA PAULA 


LUNA BRANCH AND BAPTIZED THERE ON JUNE 4. 


JOSE TAPIA AND HIS DAUGHTER CARl'IEN ARCE, AND SEVENTY FOUR OTHER 


SETTLERS TO BE OF. THE VALLEY ARRIVED WITH WHAT APPEARS TO BE THE 

EARLIEST PAPER RELATING TO THE }lORA LAND GRANT. IT WAS A REPORT 

OF NANUEL ANTONIO SANCllliZ, CONSTITUTIONAL JUSTICE, DATED OCTOBER 

20, 1835, RECITING Tilli JURIDICIAL POSESSION OF THE GRANT GIVEN TO 

HIM, WHICH HE SAID WAS IN CO~~LIANCE WITH THE SUPERIOR DECREE OF 

DON ALBINO PEREZ, POLITICAL CHIEF OF THE TERRITORY, DATED THE 28TH 

DAY OF SEPTEMBER 1825. THE GENERAL BOUNDARIES OF THE TRACT AS 

DEFINED, WERE: 

ON THE NORTH, TilE OCATE RIVER. 

ON THE SOUTH TO WHERE THE SAPELLO EHPTIES. 

ON THE EAST THE "AGUAJE DE LA LLECUA." 

ON THE WEST THE "ESTILLERO", 

A TOTAL OF 827,621. 01 ACRES. TilE ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR lliKINr: THE 

GRANT WAS LOST lIND IT lIAS BEEN SPECULATED TIIAT IT WAS PROBAllLY DE­

STROYED IN 1843 BY TilE TEXAN INVADERS OR IN 1847 WHEN TilE VILLAGE or 

HORA WAS SACKED lIND LEVELED BY THE U. S. ArJ!Y IN RETALIATION FOR TilE 
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UPRISALS AND THE ASSASINATION OF GOVERNOR BENT IN TAOS. IF IT 


SURVIVED THE TWO ATTACKS ON MORA, IT MAY HAVE BEEN CONFISCATED YEARS 


LATER WHEN MEMBERS OF THE SANTA FE RING MANAGED TO GET THEIR HANDS ON 


PORTIONS OF THE GRANT. 


CERAN ST. VRAIN BUILT FORT ST. VRAIN AND THE ST. VRAIN TRADING POST 


ON A FORK OF THE SOUTH PLATTE RIVER. 


IN 1838, HE BOUGHT FORT JACKSON !lIS NEAREST CONPETITOR, WHILE FORT 


LUPTOM AND FORT VASQUEZ WENT INTO DISREPAIR. 


ALEXANDER K. BRANCH PASSED AWAY. 


ST. VRAIN AND CORNElLIO VIGIL CLAI~lliD TITLE THIS YEAR TO THE 


4,000,000 ACRE LAS ANIMAS LAND GRANT IN SOUTHEASTERN COLORADO. 


ON HY 10, 1846 THE UNITED STATES DECLARED WAR ON HEXICO, M1D ON 


AUGUST 18TH BRIGADIER GENERAL STEVEN WATTS KEARNEY OFFICIALLY TOOK 


POSESSION OF NEW tlliXICO, AND RAISED THE J,_'!ERICAN FLAG IN THE PLAZA 


IN SAl'lTA FE. 


ON JANUARY 19, 1847, A BAND OF INDIANS ATTACKED THE BENT HOHE IN TAOS, 


KILLING THE GOVERNOR . SHORTLY AFTER, STEVEN LEE, BRM1CH' S FOR}lliR 


BUSINESS PARTNER, SIMEON TURLEY, THE DISTILLER FRON ARROYO HONDO, AND 


NARCISO BEUBIEN, SON OF CHARLES BEUBIEN ALSO DIED AS A P~SULT OF THE 


INSURRECTION. 


ON JANUARY 20TH, THE NElVS OF THE GOVERNOR'S SCALPING AND KILLING 


REACHED NORA, PRECIPITATING A SINlLAR UPRIISNG. UNDER THE LEADERSHIP 


OF A MAN NMlliD CORTEZ, A HOB OF THE VILLAGERS ATTACKED A GROUP OF 


AMERICAN TRADERS AND VENTED TIlEIRLONG SUPPRESSED RAGE ON THEN. 


DEAD WERE LEWIS CABANNE, N.L. NOYES, ROHULUS CULVER, LAlVRENCE 1'ALDO, 


AND A ~m. PRE\HTT. COLONEL STERLING PRICE OF TAOS HfrlEDIATELY SENT 


A TROOP DETAIL TO ATTACK TilE VILLAGE. AFTER DOOR TO DOOR COl mAT THE 


SOLDIERS FOUND TIlAT TilEY WERE LOSING AND RETREATED. SOON AFTER, RE­


REGROUPING, TilEY RETURNED, PUSIIING A HUGE CANON BETWEEN TIIEN, AND 




1848 

1849 

1850 

PROCEEDED TO LEVEL THE VILLAGE. BEFORE THIS, THE BEAUTIFUL VAL"EY 

HAD OFTEN HEARD THE BLOOD CURDLING WAR SCREAHS OF ATTACKING INDIANS 

AND THE CRACKLING SOUND OF RIFLE FIRE, BUT THIS WAS THE FIRST 

TIME IN ITS HI STORY THAT THE VALLEY HAD REVERBERATED TO TUE DEAFENING 

BOOM OF CANON FIRE. 

ST. VRAIN, MEANWHILE, IlAD BEEN BUSY ~ IN SANTA FE ALL DAY. THE SHORT, 

STOLID FRENCHMAN HAD SCURRIED THROUGII THE PLAZA RECRUITING VOLUNTEERS 

TO GO HELP PUT DOl-IN TilE UPRISALS IN TAOS AND HORA, IN SUPPORT OF 

COLONEL STERLING W. PRICE. HE SOON LEFT \-IITH A FORCE OF ABOUT 75 MEN, 

MADE UP MOSTLY OF HIS OLD MOUNTAIN MEN FRIENDS. TilEY }lARCHED UP TilE 

RIVER TO TAOS, AND FROM THERE WENT DIRECTLY TO THE PUEBLO, AND ATTACKED. 

THE OLD ADOBE CIlURCH WAS VIRTUALLY LEVELLED AS WERE MANY OF TilE 

INDIAN HOMES. THE NEXT DAY THE INDIANS SURRENDERED. flAVING RECEIVED 

WORD OF TilE COMPLETE RAZING OF THE HORA VILLAGE AND THE KILLING OF 

MANY MEXICANS, TIlE ST. VRAIN FORCE RETURNED TO SANTA FE. 

THIS YEAR ST. VRAIN DISSOLVED illS PARTNERSHIP WITII WILLIAM BENT, MID 

HE TRAVELED TO ST. LOUIS TO PAY THE COMPANY'S CREDITORS. 

THE SITUATION NOW HAVINr. QUIETED DOWN IN TAOS AND '{ORA, ST. VRAIN, STILL 

FEA.'UNG REPERCUSSIONS STARTED TO BUILD HI S HOUSE IN SANTA FE: A THICK 

WALLED ADOBE FORTRESS SURROUNDED BY HIGH WALLS FAR UP AT Tfffi END OF 

THE CANYON. 

ST. VRAIN WAS ONC OF THREE REPRESENTATIVES FROB TAOS COUNTY TO TilE 

NEW MEXICO TERRITORIAL CONVCNTION IN SANTA FE. HE ALSO FOR}mD A 

PARTNERSHIP WITlI ISAAC HCCARTY TO DELIVER U. S. HAIL BETI,'EEN SANTA FE 

AND FORT LEAVENI'ORTH. 

L 
ST. VRAIN AC(lUIRED A GDVERNHENT CONTRACT TO SUPPLY FOtlR TO AmfY POSTS 

IN SOCORRO, RAYADO. AND CANTONlffiNT BURCUIN IN TAOS, AND TOCETliER WITII 

HCGARTY OPENED TI,O STORES IN THE SANTA FE AREA. HE TRAVELm TO 
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WESTPORT, MISSOURI, WHERE HE HIRED FIVE EXPERT MILLERS AND AT TUEIR 

RECOMMENDATION PURCHlISED FIVE FRENCH BUHR tULLS , AND HAD THEM SHI PPED 

BACK TO THE TERRITORY. THE " SILICEOUS" BUHRSTONES WITH THEI R QUARTZ­

LIMESTONE COMPONENTS HAD BEEN PROVEN TO BE THE LONGEST LASTING, SOFT­

HARD t1ILLSTONES. HE BUILT HIS FIRST MORA MILL AT THIS TUIE, " 

INSTALLING ONE OF illS BUHR MILLS IN THE LONG FRAME BUILDING, AND 

LEAVING JACOB BEARD, MILL-WRIGHT, TO OPERATE IT FOR HIM. HE THEN 

TRAVELED TO TAOS AND PERALTA ALSO INSTALLING THE BURr. MI LLS AT HI S 

OTHER TWO LOCATIONS; AND STARTED WORK ON HIS SANTA "FE MILL. IT IS 

BELIEVED THAT THIS ONE WAS ON THE SANTA FE RIVER CLOSE TO HIS HOME . 

THE FIITH BUHRSTONE HE SOLD. AFTER THE DEATH OF MCCARTY IN OCTOBER, 

~,O, "ST. VRAIN MOVED TO TAOS TO OPERATE HIS MILL IN THAT REGION. 

IN "1852 ST. VRAIN" WAS LIVING MOST OF THE TillE "IN HIS TAOS HO~IE WllILE 

STILL MAINTAINING HIS SANTA FE CANYON HOME I 
., 

JANUARY 27, ONE HUNDRED AND ONE MEN " FROM MORA AND THE SURROUNDING 

VILLAGES ORGANIZED AND JOINED THE MORA MOUNTED VOLUNTEE..~S, A CAVALRY 

UNIT EQUIPPED WITH GOOD HORSES AND GOOD RIGGING, AND ELECTED FROM 

AMONG THEMSELVES, JOSE MARIA VALDEZ AS 1ST CAPTAIN, JOSE DOLORES 

ROMERO AS 2ND CAPTAIN, AND JOSE FRANCISCO RAEL AS 3RD CAPTAIN. THEY 

OFFERED THEIR SERVICES TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. GOVERNOR 

MERRnlEATHER APPOINTED CAPTAIN CERAN ST. VRAIN AS CO~!ANDER OF THE 

VOLUNTEERS. DURING THE MID 1850'S, STVRAIN HELD THE SUTTERSHIPS OF 

FORT MASSACHUSETS, FORT CERLAND AND FORT UNION. 

ST. VRAIN AND HIS WIFE }IOVED TO }!ORAFROJ1 TAOS. "(S:mCE HIS VIOLENT 

"DISAGREEMENT WITH PADRE MARTINEZ,-"ST;VRAIN HAD LEFT THE CHURCH, SO 

THE COUPLE WERE NOT MARRIED BY THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. THE CEREMONY 

USED IT NOT KNOWN, BUT WHATEVER IT WAS, HER FA/.A, \) 

HEARTEDL Y .) 
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TWENTY-THREE YEi\R OLD PIERRE DENNIS TRJlMBLEY, IIAVINC ARRIlfElJ IN TIW 

US VEGAS AREi\ A fEW MONTHS BEFORE FROM ST. CYPRJEN, CANADA, HAlmTEIJ 

ERNESTINE PINARD FROM SAN 8 ESAUCON AND PARIS, FRANCE IN THE CATHOLI C , 

CHURCH i\T U CUEVA; A lULLWRIGIlT BY TMDE, T!WIBLEY BU ILT i\ MILL I N 

LAS VEGAS (WHERE THE STi\DIlJH NOW STANDS), i\ND OPEMTED IT FOR l1J\NY 

YEARS . 

AFTER THE DISCOVERY OF GOLD ALON G CHERRY CREEK IN COLOMOO ST. VRAIN 

SENT Wi\GONS TO THE GOLD CAHP Aim ESTi\BT.TSH ElJ STORES TN DENVER, PUEBLO, 

i\ND TARRYALL. HE ALSO OPERATED ANOTHER fLO UR MJL1. ON (. \JLEBRA CP-EEK TN 

SAN LOVI S IN ADDITION TO IllS OT IlER HILLS. 

MORA COUNTY WAS CREATED BY AN ACT OF THE NEW MEXICO TERRITORIAL 

LEGISLATURE, (CHAPTER 42, SECT ION 18, OF THE LAWS OF THE TENTH 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEHBLY OF THE TERRITORY), ON fEBURl\RY I , 1860. 

ON JUNE 21, A DECREE OF CONGRESS OFFICIALLY CONPIRl'!ED THE MORA LAND 

GRANT i\S 1132 Of THE UNITED STi\TES Of AMERICA. 

i 
THE ST. VRAI N MERCANTILE COHPi\NY NEXT TO THE HALTON HOTEL I N MAIN 

STREET MORA WAS DOING A THRIVING BU S INESS AS WAS HI S \;OODEN HILL. 

APRIL 12, THE CIVIL WAR BEGAN. 

JANUARY 29. ST. VRAIN, LEVI SPE IGELBER, JOSE MANUEL GALLECOS, AND 

SIGHUN SELI GMAN ORGi\NIZED THE BANIZ OF NEW ~illXICO . ST. VRAIN'S Di\UGIITER 

fELICITAS ST . VRJ\IN WAS BORN. HE Wi\S OPERJlTING HIS SAN LUTS HI Ll. AlJlJ 

LIVING THERE AT THE TIME. DISTRAUGHT OVER HIS BUSINES ABSENCES, LOUTSi\ 

LEFT ST . VRA IN AND RETURNED TO TAOS WITH FELIClTAS, A I\i\BY, AND 

RESUJ.!ED HER MAIDEN Ni\HE. HE RETURNED FROH SAN LUIS AND HOVED IN IHTH 

HIS OLDES T SON VICENTE . HE RES IGNED HIS HENBERSHIP AT THE !lENT Ili\SONIC 

LODGE 11205 IN TAOS i\ND TRANSFERRED TO TIlE LAS VEr.i\S, Li\ JUNTi\ LaDCE 

ON ~1ARCH 5, 1864. 



ON JULy 29, ST. VRAIN'S lULL BURNED IN TAOS. HIS NEXT ONE lIE DECIDED 

n> BUILD OF STONE. THIS SAME YEAR · HE BEGAN WORK ON HIS THREE STOREY 

.RECTANGULAR SHAPED STONE MILL TIl MORA, THE LARGEST AND BEST BUILT OF 

AU. HIS HILLS. THAT YEAR HE OBTAINED A GOVERNMENT CONTRACT TO PROVIDE 

FLOUR FOR THE 6,000 NAVAJOS HELD PRISONERS AT BOSQUE REDONDO NEAR FORT 

SUMNER. THROUGH THE SUlIMER HIS MILLS PROVIDED THE GOVERNMENT IHTH 

$41,000 IN FLOUR AND WHEAT MEAL. 

ST. VRAIN WAS ACCEPTED INTO THE SANTA FE LODGE ON JANUARY 1. 1865. 

ON APRIL 4, PRESIDENT LINCOLN WAS ASSASINATED. FEELING THE 

PRESSURE OF HIS GOVERNMEI,T CONTRACTS. ST. VRAIN RUSHED 

CONSTRUCTION AND STARTED MILLING ~N HIS MORA MILL. 


1865 

1866 HE PREPARED AND FILED HIS LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT IN TSE RECORDS 
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EVEN THOUGH ST. VRAIN'S PERPETUAL BUSINESS TRIPS AND SIDE 

AMOURS HAD CAUSED LUISA TO LEAVE HIM AND RETURN TO TAOS, HE 

NOW DEMANDED HER GOOD BEHAVIOUR. 


MAY 26, TilE CIVIL WAR ENDED. 

JULY 28, FRANK LEON TRAMBLEY, WHO WOULD ONE DAY OIVN liND OP­

ERATE THE STONE MILL, WAS BORN TO PIERRE DENNIE TRAMBLEY & 

ERNESTINE PINARD. 


OCTOBER 21, ST. VRAIN HAD BEEN ILL MOST OF TIlE YEAR, A;'l D ON 
TillS DATE HE PASSED AWAY. LUISA AND FELICITAS, NOW 7 YEARS 
OLD HAD BEEN WITH HIM THE LAST DAYS OF HIS LIFE. HE WIIS 
BURRIED IN HIS FAMILY PLOT IN MORA, WITH FULL MILITARY 
HONORS. A CORTEGE OF OVER 2,000 PERSONS, INCLUDING THE WHOLE 

. CONTINGENT FROM FORT UNION AND HIS BROTHERS FROM EVERY 
MASONIC LODGE IN THE TERRITORY WERE IN ATTENDANCE .(PRESE l~T . 
CLAIMS THAT HE MAY NOT BE BURIED THERE ARE NOT BASED ON FACT) 

IN NOVEMBER, VICENTE ST. VRAIN, B.M. ST. VRAIN AND T.MIG­

NAULT WERE APPOINTED ADMINISTRATORS TO HIS ESTATE BY THE 

PROBATE COURT. 


B.M. ST. VRAIN RESIGNED AS ADMINISTRATOR. MACARIO GALLEGOS, 

A YOUNG MAN OF 18 WHO I~D HELPED ST. VRAIN OPE RATE . THE MILL 

NOW TOOK OVER ITS OPERATION FO:< THE NEXT TEN YEARS. 


VICENTE ST. VRAIN PASSED AWAY. IN THE NOVEMBER TERM OF 

PROBATE COURT, ALEJANDRO L. BRANCH, LUISA's BROTHER, AND 

AMELIA ST. VRAIN, VI CENTES WIDOW, WERE APPOINTED ADMIN­

ISTRATORS OF THE ESTATE. 


FELICITAS ST. VRAIN AND MACARIO GALLEGOS WERE MARRIED. HE 
REPLACED ALEJANDRO BRANCH WHO HAD RESIGNED, AS ADMINIST RATOR 
OF TIlE ESTATE. 

PRESIDENT GARFIELD WAS ASSASINATED. ON JULY 16, Milnor 
RUDULPIl, SR. ACTED AS CHAIRMAN OF THE CORONERS JURY WHICH 
RULED ON BILLY THE KIDS DEATH. HIS SON MILNOR vlOULD ONI: DAY 
OWN AND OPERATE THE HILL. 

RUDULPH AND HIS FAMILY RETURNED TO ROCIADA, (EL RINCON DEL 

TECOLOTE) AFTER THE DISCOURAGEMENTS OF THE LINCOLN COUNTY 

WAR. ON SEPTEMBER 18, liS ADMINISTRATOR OF TilE ST. VRA IN 

ESTATE, MACARIO GALLEGOS LEIISED THE"STONE MILL, MILL RAC E 

AND WATER PRIVILEGES TO THOMAS J. WALTON FOR A PERIOD OF 

ONE YEAR AT $100.00 PER MONTH. 


THIS YEAR GALLEGOS LEASED THE MILL UNDER THE SAME CONDITIONS 
TO H. E. FRALEY. 

NOW MENTIONING TIIIIT "IF THE SAID MILL OR PREHISI:S IS 

DAMAGED IN ANY 1-IIIY BY TIlE USr: OF TIlE STEAM ENGINE NOW I\T­

TACIlED TO SIIID MILL, TIlI: PARTY OF TilE SEDOND PIIRT WILL Pi\Y 

FOR SAID DMl1\GES," ETC. IT APPEIIRS TlIlIT FRl\LEY 1IlID INSTi\LL­

ED THE STEAM ENGINE, nECAUSE ANOTllER CLAUSE I N TIlE LE ASE 

STATES TIlIlT liT THE TIHE OF EXPIRl\TION OF TIlE LEASE, F'fu,\LEY 
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CAN REMOVE SAID STEAM ENGINE PROVIDING THAT NO RENTS ARE DUE. 


ON DECEMBER 2, MACARIO GALLEGOS NOW LEASED "A STONE GRIST 

MILL" TO M.G. GORDON OF THE TOWN OF HOT SPRINGS, COUNTY OF 

SAN MIGUEL, ACCEPTING.AS BOND OR COLLATERAL HIS HORSE,KNOWN 

AS MAJOR ALLMAN. THE MILL IVAS RETURNED TO WATER POHER AS 

PER THE NEXT SENTENCE. 


"IT IS ALSO MUTUALLY AND EXPRESSLY UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS LEASE 

AND AGREEMENT COVERS AND INCLUDES ALL >lATER RIGHTS AND PRI­

VILEGES BELONGING TO SAID MILL FOR ITS USE AIm BENEFITS, BUT 

IT DOES NOT INCLUDE A CERTAIN STEAM ENGINE AT PRESENT ATT­

ACHED TO SAID MILL OR ANY PART OR PARCELL THEREOFF, BUT ONLY 

SUCH MACHINERY USED IN RUNNING SAID MILL BY IVATER POIVER." 

THE RENT WAS DROPPED TO $700.00 PER YEAR. 


ON AUGUST 1, THE MILL WAS LEASED TO J. OLIVER SMITH OF MORA 

ALSO FOR $700.00, WITH THE FOLLOIVING EXPENDITURES TO BE 

ALLOWED OR DEDUCTED FROM THE FIRST YEARS LEASE: 


1 Becker Brush Hachine 	 $l22.00 

i r.;a etount!! 

'm Jlluiru 

Trught on same 
1 Stouningcase & shoe rorsmulter 

Amount carried over 

Freight on s:nne 

1 Bolting cloth ror 18 rt roll 

1 Mill Spindle [,; Froos r"r Bulen 


=	FrM:ght,on~ sAJ:!e 
1 pinion & stand ror water wheel 
Express charge on sarne 
Blacksmith:lng 
Lumber 2500.rt at $l2 per M 
Amount paid to Carpenters 
Amount for cleaning Tail Race 
60 ft or rubber belting at 481 

38.40 
19.00 

182.L,0 
4.56 

35.00 
52.11.7 
10.65 
2.10 
2.00 

20.00 
30.00 

240.00 
34.00 
28.80 

641.-98­

boing for improvements placod and to be pl~ced on said mill being 
necessary to the management and running or said mill, the said 

-amount to be deducted rrom the said rents until the sume shall be 
tully puid and the rest of the rent to be paid at tho e~piration 
of tho year. It is also mutually agreed that tho said party 01' the 
first part aSSlOOOS no parsonal~rlsk or liability in tho premises I 
and that said plll'ty of tho second part will at the e~DirLltion of . 
said term 01' louse surrendor up the said promises in ,,~ood order anJ: 
completo runninr~ oondition and that all buttormonts ill1d lr;,pro'fomon"" 
which tho s(lid mlll and premises shllil bo and remain upon tho ;:>rODtJl 
for tho uses and boneiit or said estato or Ceran SG. Vrain, decease, 

1886~ September 27: Oliver Smiths lease was renewed fer a period of 
ten months, tile rent dropping to $40.00 per month. The steam 
en~ine still remained on the premises, and probably by now 
beionged to ~lacaTio Gallegos, however its use was still pro­
hibited in this lease. 

1889,A suit filed by William B. Rohman against Macario Gallegos and 
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Felicitas St. Vrain Gallegos in the April term of the DistTict 
Court includded the mill and said in paTt: 

"ALSO THREE HUNDRED VARAS IN SAID VALLEY AND TOWN OF MORA 
BEGINNING AT OR NEAR THE ST. VRAIN STONE tvlILL onTHE EAST THERE­
OF AND MEASURING ALONG THE MORA RIVER NEST ON THE NORTH SI DE OF 
SAID RIVER TO THE LANDS OF FRANK METZGER THREE HUNDRED VARAS 
FROM THE STARTING POINT AND RUNNING HACK NORTH TO THE FENCE 
DIVIDING SAID LAND FRO~l THE LANDS OF REYES LUCERO, SAID TRACT 
IS BOUNDED ON THE EAST BY THE COMl-l0N VEGA OF THE TOWN OF ~10RA 
AND ON THE WEST BY LANDS (FORMERLY) OF F~~NK METZGER AND CON­
TAINS THEREON(IE DID AT THE TIME OF FILING THIS BRIEF.) A 
NUMBER OF DWELLING HOUSES, OUTHOUSES, A STONE HILL HOUSE, DES­
TILLERY fu~D BREWERY AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS. 

A SUTvey of the mill site by F.G. Davis in NovembeT 1890 fail s 
to show a sketch of the mill, but shows one of a long hou se 
appToximately left of wheTe the mill should be. The sketch how­
eveT does show the flume easement which was behind the mill and 
the acequia which still exists.A small sketch of St. VTains 
Brewery is shown a few feet diTectly north of the flume as is 
a corral. 

Frank Leon TTambley, Miller and MillwTight was at this time 
wOTking with John PendaTie,s at hi~ Pendaries Mill inRc.(.~ o,c , 
(El Rincon del Tecolote.l ' 
june. William FTeseniers from San Pedro, New Mexico was con­
tracted by HacaTio Gallegos and Felicitas to remodel the mill 
equipment and machinery. He completed the job on March 27,1901, 
June 1 8 , Freseniers filed a lien against Felicitas, the Mill 
and property. His claim was ' that he had peT formed laboT on the 
Mill, the flume, and had cons1:Tucted a ne"" flume and penstock, 
and had done a thoTough TepaiT and geneTal oveThauling of the 
mi 11 having placed it ""good running 0 TdeT, but had not Tec ie ve d 
Tecompense. 

Thi s same yeaT, Saturnino PinaTd, ETnestina PinaTd Tramble ys 
nephew built the old French PTovincial ChuTch of Santa GetTudi s 
in Mora, undeT the diTections of FatheT Claude Balland. (Thr ee 
Pinard sisteTs, and three PinaTd brothers, one of them a pTiest, 
had come to America fTom Paris, France in the eaTly 1850's. 

FTank Leon Trambley left Rociada, and built and operated a mill 
at Rio GTande de Taos fOT many years. 

MARCH 10, HE WROTE FROM RIO GRANDE DE TAOS, TO HIS SON PETE 

TRAMBLEY AND HIS DAUGHTER CANDELARIA; "I HAVEN'T GOT VERY MUCH 

WHEAT, THIS IS SATURDAY NIGHT AND I AM GRINDING ON HY LAST 

GRIST, BUT I HOPE TO GET ENOUGH TO KEEP ME BUSY A GOOD WHILE. 

THE SALE FOR FLOUR IS AWFUL SLOW. I'VE ONLY MADE ABOUT S20.00 

THIS SPRING. THE RIO DEL PUEBLO MILL HAS GROUND TlIREE HUNDR ED 

FANEGAS OR OVER THIS SPRING. YOUR UNCLE CASIMIRO (TRAMBLEY ) 

WANTS TO TAKE THE RIO HONDO MILL ON HALFS- THE OWNER IS FIXING 

IT WITH ROLLS." 
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Louisa Branch St. Vrain passed away. 

Trambley built the Vadito Mill then left it to Valentin Valdez 
whos family still own it, and went to Albuquerque to work In 
t:he "ShODS". (railrnad_ 1 
TRAMBLEY AND RUDIJLPll RENTED THE FUSS MILL IN CLEVELAND_ 

Casimiro Trambley, brother t:o Frank Leon, now leased the St. 
Vrain Mill. He was the last: person to operate it as a stone mill, 
it would soon be convertea to a roller mill. 
Milnor Rudulph, Jr., son of Milnor of Billy The Kid days ,and 

Frank Leon Trambley , his brother-in-law leased the mill and 
started its conversion to a roller mill. 

November 1, The two purchased the mill from Dona Felicitas St. 
Vrain Gallegos. They took out the grindstones, the turbine and 
carcamou , so as to install the wooden whe€l. It, howe~er, start­
ed to give them trouble immediately; the vibration would loosen 
the nails which held it together and it was c .onstantly in dis­
repair. The overhead conduit or sluice,!canoval nsed to bring 
water from ~he Mora River to the wheel, was bnilt at this time, 
as was the drainage ditch, (el desaguaderol on the north side. 
Easement for the sluice to the wheel was granted through the 
Rudulph property west of the mill. 

Manuel Romo started to work at the mill, kno~D at this time as 
the Rudulph and Tranbley Roller Mill. He remembers helping to 
remove and cart away to the dump hundreds o£ Civil ~ar rifles 
which had been stored there £or years. 

Manuel Romo, Johnny Strong, Pepe Gallegos and others belped now 
to install the new iron wheel. 
Milnor Rudulph died and his widow Carolina Branch Rndulph in­
herited his share of the mill. 
July 6, she sold her share o£ ~he mill to Frank Leon 7rambley. 
Therafter, until 1926, it would be known as Trambley Roller ~ilY. 

Frank Sr. died on March 18, 1926 after a fatal accident at the 
age of 58. 
His widow Matilde Rudulph Trambley inherited the mill, and her 
son Francisco Xavier Leon, Jr~ and Manuel Ramo 5tarted to op­
erate it. She passed away in July of that year at the a ge of 54. 
Francisco Leon, after winning for County Clezk left the business 
to his brother Guadalupe (Lupe) Trambley and ~nue l Romo, sr. 
The Mill now became " Ro mo Brothers Roller Mill",operated by 
Manuel and Ricardo Romo. On September lO, Lou~s Leon £;anch, was 
born. ' 
T~e overhead sluice fell into disrepair and cDll~p5ed. After 

-!:~ w._ torn down the easement which Milno·r RUrllllph had grant­
ed over his land ~as released and milling stopped. 

For the next four years the mill became a £=ily type ware­
house, and in 
it became a warehouse for the Strong and 7r.lllIilil ·e-y 'Merchanti 1 e 
and used as such for the n~xt 38 years. 
Thiz year all metal part .. ,wheels, gears and ;b£arin<g'S·were dis­
mantled from the walls and donated to Oncl", £am fDr tbe war effort. 
April 25, Francisco X. Leon Trambley died l." ..",i:n«; t:b·e mill to his 
widow Josephine Strong 7rambley. and their tbx££ ~hilrlren,Jeannine 
T. Martinez, Margaret 7. Lester, and Frank. C .. Tr:a:m:ble -y. 0:1 August 9 
Her children quitclaimed title to the land traD$fering all to t heir 
~other, Josephine. 
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On February 9, Josephine Trambley tran s ferred title to the mill 
and land to her son Frank C. Trambley. 

On July 4, Frank C . Trambley and his wife Delicia transf e rr e d 
title to the St. Vrain-Trambley Mill Hi s torical Foundati o n, Inc. 
a non-profit foundation organized and dedicated to it s hi s tor i cal 
preservation. 

The story of the trials and tribulations suffered by it s cha i rm a n, 
Louie L. Branch in his attempts to preserve a nd salva ge the Ol d 
mill, are filed with the Archives and Record Center of the State 
of New Mexico under the title: 

"ST. VRAIN HILL RESTORATION PROJECT, JANUARY I, 1976. / 
JULY 4, 1981." 

On July 4, 1981, Louis L. Branch, Adminstrative Assistant to 
Lieutenant Governor Roberto A. Mondragon, and Chairman of the 
St. Vrain-Trambley Mill Historical Foundation, Inc. reluctantly 
gave up his effort s at further restoration and transferr e d t i tle 
to the . mill to Frank C. Trambley. 

Resear c hed and 

Prepared by: 	 Louis L. Branch 
717 Los Lovatos Road 
Santa Fe, New Mexi c o 87501 

983-7668 or 827-2513 

CC: 1981 

Any and all materials contained herein ma y be used by any re­
sear c hers or writers providing that just credit be accord ed . 


